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AMY BETH BENNETT/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 
Pvt. J.P. Gomes kisses his wife, Selena Gomes, after surprising her at her graduation Friday at Florida Atlantic University in Boca Raton. 


By MARCI SHATZMAN | Staff writer 


Selena Gomes thought her Army paratrooper husband was miles away in Germany and would miss 
her graduation. It was her big moment: She’s the first college grad in her family. But as the 21-year-old 
stood before the crowd Friday at Florida Atlantic University, President John Kelly stopped the cere- 
mony. Gomes figured it was a brief pause, but then Kelly announced, “We have a big surprise.” 


Gomes was stunned when Pvt. J.P. Gomes appeared. 
She teared up and walked toward him. Her husband, in 
camouflage fatigues and maroon beret, hugged her. She thought he would instead arrive at her family’s 

She smiled big. The happy couple took a picture with Deerfield Beach home tonight. “I thought he was in the 
Kelly. woods doing Army things,” she said. 

“TIl always remember this moment,” she said after The couple married in March, on a Friday. Two days 
receiving her bachelor’s degree in political science. “I later, J.P. was deployed with a reconnaissance team 
never cried on stage before.” 


her graduation, saying he was “going on a big operation 
with my unit. She fell for it” 


Gomes’ husband, 20, told her he was going to miss See REUNION, 6A 
76-year-old man cleared in child rape 
Accuser alleged she was attacked at age 4 in West Palm Beach apartment Trump: Americans 
are ‘angry’ at FBI 


By MARC FREEMAN | Staff writer President is critical of the 


FBI, but vows unwavering 
support for law enforce- 
ment. 2A 


It took only two hours for a Palm 
Beach County jury on Friday to return 
a not guilty verdict for a 76-year-old 
man who was accused of raping a 
4-year-old girl 27 years ago. 

John Joseph Sheehan, who was ar- 
rested early last year following a long- 
delayed investigation, walked out of 
the courthouse in West Palm Beach 
minutes after he was acquitted. 

“Pm happy I’m going home,” said 


Rubio falls in line on 
Republican tax bill 
Negotiators satisfy Florida 
Sen. Marco Rubio by 
slightly expanding a child 
tax credit. 3A 


Sheehan, accompanied by his girl- $1B U.S. embassy set 

friend and attorneys. “It was a very A 

good Christmas present” j yl to open in London 
Sheehan had faced mandatory life in CBSIZ/COURTESY New embassy will exude 


John Joseph Sheehan, 76, who had been in jail for nearly 
two years awaiting trial, thanked his lawyers for fighting 
for his freedom. 


prison if convicted. Instead, the jury of openness, but hide all the 
clever ways it can defend 


itself from attack. 4A 


See ACQUIT, 6A 
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| | Available for Lunch and Dinner | 
A One Appetizer: One of Our World Famous Onion Loaves 

j | Two Entrées: Dinner Portion of Baby Back Ribs, 

j Half BBQ Chicken, or BBQ Chicken and Ribs. 
j Each entree includes one of our great sides! 
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= Not valid with any other coupon or birthday offer. j 
W Each dinner must include the purchase of a beverage. | 


Opioids 
turn up 


in S. Fla. 
cocaine 


Adulterated drug carries 
higher risk of overdose, 
federal authorities warn 


By RYAN VAN VELZER | Staff writer 


As if cocaine wasn’t deadly enough, federal 
authorities warned Friday that powerful syn- 
thetic opioids are contaminating South Flor- 
ida’s cocaine supply. 

Forensic chemists discovered opioid-laced 
cocaine in more than 180 samples seized by 
law enforcement over the last two years, 
according to the Drug Enforcement Admin- 
istration’s Miami Field Division. 

The contaminated cocaine was found in 21 
counties, including Palm Beach and 
Broward. Samples tested in Miami-Dade in- 
cluded 69 instances of cocaine cut with syn- 
thetic opioids — more than any other county. 

“People are thinking they are taking 
straight cocaine and in fact they are not,” said 
Justin Miller, intelligence chief for the DEA’s 
Miami Field Division. “Now you are seeing it 
cut or mixed with synthetic opioids. That’s 
really what’s scary out there” 

Chemists found cocaine cut with fentanyl 
and related substances. 

Fentanyl is a cheap, synthetic painkiller 
that’s 50 to 100 times more potent than mor- 


See COCAINE, 6A 


Don't fall for scam 


over fake jury duty; 
threats of fine or jail 


By BRETT CLARKSON | Staff writer 


If someone calls or emails you, claims 
you have missed jury duty, then threatens 
you with fines or jail if you don’t give in to 
their demands, it’s a scam, officials warn. 

Residents in South Florida and around 
the country are being targeted in jury scams 
that try to bully victims into disclosing per- 
sonal information such as Social Security 
numbers, credit card numbers and other 
information that could then be used in iden- 
tity theft. 

The warnings come from court and law 
enforcement officials, including Broward 
Sheriff Scott Israel and the U.S. Marshals 
Service. 

According to a news release from the 
Broward County court system, known more 
formally as the 17th Judicial Circuit of Flor- 
ida, residents have reported getting calls or 
emails in which they’re told they’ve missed 


See SCAM, 6A 


VALID UNTIL - March 31, 2018 fi 


Tax and Gratuity Not Included. 


Vol. 58, No.235 » Copyright 2017 
All rights reserved 
For home delivery, call 1-800-548-NEWS 7 "28337 


NANDAYA NANN, 


1300 


